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Applicant(s) 
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2875 


- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )£3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 25 May 2001 . 
2a)0 This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) £3 Claim(s) 1-26 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. ^ 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 


m 
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6M Claim(s) 1-3,6-17,20,21 and 23-26 is/are rejected. £ ^ pj 


7) [X) Claim(s) 4,5, 18, 19 and 22 is/are objected to. § *f ^ 

8) 0 Ciaim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. S ^ <5 

Application Papers ^ g [U 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. ^ ; 

CO 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)0 objected to by the Examiner. g 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)0 approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 
12® The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)OAII b)0 Some*c)0 None of: 

1 .0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received, 

2.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3-0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the Internationa! Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) O The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

1) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) O Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) £3 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) 2 . 6) O otner : 


U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 


Office Action Summary 


Part of Paper No. 3 


Application/ControlNumber: 09/865,833 
Art Unit: 2871 
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DETAILED ACTION 


Oath/Declaration 

1. The oath or declaration is defective. A new oath or declaration in compliance 

— t 

with 37 CFR 1.67(a) identifying this application by application number and fijJjhg date is 
required. See MPEP §§ 602.01 and 602.02. 


■XL 

O 


O 
C7> 


70 
m 


rn 


rn 


The oath or declaration is defective because: 

It does not identify the city and either state or foreign country of resid§nce$f i * \ 
each inventor. The residence information may be provided on either Bh aw ° 
application data sheet or supplemental oath or declaration. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-3, 6-17, 20, 21 and 23-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Price (U.S. Pat. 4,238,815) and Weathers (U.S. Pat. 6,210,019). 

Price discloses a recessed light fixture having: 

a fixture housing, Figure 2, reference number 10; 

a low profile reflector having a first and a second side edge, 

Figure 2, reference number 103; 


the reflector being generally concave in shape, Figure 2; 
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a ballast, Figure 2, reference number 56; 
a plurality of lamp holders, Figure 2, reference number 71 ; 
the plurality of lamp holders being electrically connected to 
the ballast, inherent; 

the fixture fitting inside the housing and being retained 
therein, Figure 2; 

a first and second supporting tab located on the first and 

second side edge, Figure 2, reference number 107; 

the first and second side edge being formed of a first and 

second flange, respectively, Figure 2; 

the first and second flange being compressed against a first 

and second flange on the housing, column 6, lines 53-61; 

a plurality of paired lamp holders, inherent; 

the reflector having a pre-defined length, inherent; 

the pre-defined length of the reflector being less than the 

length of the housing, inherent; 

the paired lamp holders being in parallel arrangement, Figure 

3; 

the reflector being flexible about its longitudinal axis, column 6, 
lines 48-61; 

the lamp holders being for supporting lamps, column 5, lines 
43-48; 
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the lamp holders being arranged to hold lamps of length less 
than the length of the housing, Figure 3; 
the first and second flange cooperating with an inverted T-bar 
grid to support the housing, Figure 2; and 
the width of the reflector being able to be reduced to less than 
the width of the housing, inherent. 
Price discloses all the limitations of the claims, except the light fixture being 
designed for retrofitting existing fixtures. 

Weathers discloses fluorescent light structures for retrofitting existing fixtures. 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of both Price and Weathers to obtain a 
fluorescent light fixture that would fit existing fixture housings to adapt the old fixture for 
using newer, more efficient and brighter fluorescent lamps, as per the teachings of 
Weathers (column 1, lines 34-60). 

Relevant Prior Art 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Chester (U.S. Pat. 3,058,611), Miller et al. (U.S. Pat. 3,790,774), Rodin (U.S. 
Pat. 4,928,209), Neary et al. (U.S. Pat. 5,274,533) and Newell (U.S. Pat. 5,412,551) 
disclose fluorescent lamp fixtures for recessed installation inside a ceiling opening. 
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Simpson (U.S. Pat. 5,371,661) and Kotloff (U.S. Pat. 6,059,424) disclose 
fluorescent lamp fixture for retrofitting existing fixtures. 


Allowable Subject Matter 
«• Claims 4, 5. 18. ,9 and 22 are objected ,o as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, bu, would be allowable i, rewritten in independent form including a„ of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

5- Since allowable subject matter has been indicated, applicant is encouraged ,„ 
submit formal drawings in response to this Office Action. The early submission of 
forma, drawings will permit the Office to review the drawings , or acceptability and to 
resolve any informalities remaining therein before the application is passed to issue. 
This will avoid possible delays in the issue process. 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 


matter: 


Applicant teaches a *m fixture structure for retrofitting existing fixtures, such 
structure having a reflector supporting ,amp holders, the lamp holders being staggered 

about one another. 

No pnor art was found teaching individually, or suggesting in combination, all of 
-he features of the applicants' invention, specially the staggered relationship of the 

lamp holders. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning tnis communicatton or earfa ^ ^ 

examiner should be directed to ismaei Negron whose telephone number is ,703, 308- 
6086. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Fnday from 9:00 A M to 6 00 
P.M. 

» tempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra L. O'Shea, can be reached on (703, 305-4939. The facsimile 
machine number for the Art Group is (703, 308-7382. 

Any inquiry o, a genera, nature or rotating to the status of this application shou W 
be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 
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Sandra 0'Shea 
/ Supervisory PatentExaminer 
Technology Center 2800 


Inr 

May 30, 2002 


i 

Notice of ReferencekCited 

Application/Control No. 
09/865,833 

Applicant(s)/Patent Under 
Reexamination 
PLUNK, CARLTON 


Examiner 

Art Unit 



Ismael Negron 

2875 

Page 1 of 1 
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Country Code-Number-Kind Code 
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US-3,058,611 

10-1962 
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US-3,790,774 

02-1974 
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05-1990 
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*A copy of this reference is not being furnished with this Office action. {See MPEP § 707.05(a).) 
Dates in MM-YYYY format are publication dates. Classifications may be US or foreign. 
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Examiner 
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jjeigants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel): 

(1) John A. Ward . (3) JeffrevA. Haeberfin . 

(2) Ismael Negron . (4) . 

Date of Interview: 23 August 2002 . 

Type: a)D Telephonic b)D Video Conference 

c)|EI Personal [copy given to: 1)Q applicant 2)E3 applicant's representative] 

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: d)D Yes . e)^ No. 
If Yes, brief description: . 

Claim(s) discussed: 8-13 . 

identification of prior art discussed: Price (U.S. Pat. 4.238.815) and Wathers (U.S. Pat. 6,210.019) . 
Agreement with respect to the claims f)K) was reached. g)D was not reached. h)D N/A. 


Substance of Interview including description of the general nature of what was agreed to if an agreement was 
reached, or any other comments: See Continuation Sheet . 

(A fuller description, if necessary, and a copy of the amendments which the examiner agreed would render the claims 
allowable, if available, must be attached. Also, where no copy of the amendments that would render the claims 
allowable is available, a summary thereof must be attached.) 

i)E3 It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of the interview(if box is 
checked). 

Unless the paragraph above has been checked, THE FORMAL WRITTEN REPLY TO THE LAST OFFICE ACTION 
MUST INCLUDE THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. (See MPEP Section 713.04). If a reply to the last Office 
action has already been filed, APPLICANT IS GIVEN ONE MONTH FROM THIS INTERVIEW DATE TO FILE A 
STATEMENT OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE INTERVIEW. See Summary of Record of Interview requirements on 
reverse side or on attached sheet. 


Examiner Note: You must sign this form unless it is an 
Attachment to a signed Office action. 



xafminer's signature, if required 
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Continuation Sheet (PTO-413) 
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